Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Welney Parish Council

held in the Parish Hall, Welney

on Wednesday 9th May, 2007 at 7 .30 p.m.

Present


Cllr.K.Goodger (Chairman)  Cllrs., T. Bennett,  M.Brown,  M.Jones, 


S. Kerr, and the Clerk.


Also present : Dist.Cllr.D.Pope and Mrs.C.Freer

The Chairman welcomed the new Council to its first meeting, and extended a warm welcome to Dist.Cllr.Pope and Mrs.Freer

. 1.  Election of Chairman


The Vice-Chairman called for nominations for the position of Chairman. On the proposition of Cllr.Kerr, seconded by Cllr.Brown and with all in favour, Cllr.Goodger was elected Chairman for the coming year and his acceptance of office form was amended to include his post of Chairman.

2.  Apologies for absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs. E.Allen, G.Tomkins, Dist,Cllr.V.Spikings and


C.Cllr.H.Humphrey,

3.  Acceptance of Office


The five elected councillors present then all signed the Declaration of Acceptance of


Office Forms.

4.  Declaration of Interest

The five elected councillors present all completed and signed the Declaration of Interest Forms

5.  Election of Vice-Chairman
The Chairman then called for nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman.  On the proposition of Cllr.Goodger, seconded by Cllr.Jones with all in favour, Cllr.Kerr was elected

Vice Chairman for the coming year and his acceptance of office form was amended to include his post of Vice Chairman.

6.  Election of Parish Council Committee

The only committee of the Parish Council is the Welney Archive and Social History Committee.  It was confirmed to the meeting that this committee comprises, Cllr.Goodger, Cllr.,Brown, Mr.T.Bray, Mrs.C.Bray, Mr.D.Levesley and Mr.T.Copeman.  It was proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr.Bennett with all in favour, that the committee should be re-elected en-bloc, and a letter should be sent to all members advising them of this on the assumption that they are happy to continue.

7.  Adoption of New Code of Conduct


All Councillors had been provided with the New Code of Conduct which had been prepared by the National Association of Parish and Town Councils.  After discussion it was proposed by Cllr. Jones, seconded by Cllr.Bennett and agreed that the Council should adopt the Model Code of Conduct for Members including paragraph 12(2) effective immediately.  This adoption would be confirmed to the Standards Board and the King’s Lynn & West Norfolk Borough Council.  All Councillors then signed the Code of Conduct forms.

8. Amendement to Standing Orders.

Following the adoption of the New Code of Conduct, paragraph 68 of the Parish Council Standing Orders was amended and adopted, and the Clerk would arrange for amended pages

to be circulated to all councillors in due course,

9.  Two Vacancies on the Parish Council

Following the recent elections when only 7 persons stood for the nine seats on the Parish Council, there are now two vacancies which will have to be filled by co-option.  Two persons have already written expressing an interest in these vacancies, and after discussion it was agreed to include a notice in the next edition of the Welney News and to put notices up around the village asking if there are any other persons interested.  Co-option could then take place at the June meeting, and if there are more than two applications, then a secrete ballot will take place amongst the elected councillors.

The Clerk explained that as only 7 persons had stood for election, we would not be able to apply for Quality Status, as a minimum of 8 was needed to meet the 80% rule.  This could be overcome by calling for an election to fill the two vacancies, but as the cost of this would have to be born by the Parish it was felt that co-option was the best way forward at the present.  The Clerk also informed that she had completed the CiLCA portfolio and was waiting to hear from County Office who were checking it through.

10.  Declaration of Interests


There were no declarations of interest at this point in the meeting.

11.  Minutes


The minutes of the meeting held on 11th April, 2007 having been circulated to Councillors 


were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting,.

12.  Matters Arising

1.  Possible Closure of Village Shop and Post Office – Following the letter from Mrs.Redman circulated at the last meeting, a further letter had been received confirming that s there had been little or no interest in purchasing, the property had been taken off the market and the Post Office will close on 13th June and the Shop will close on 16th June, 2007.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent to Mrs.Redman, expressing Council’s thanks for all the hard work she had done during her time at the Shop, and our gratitude for keeping us fully informed.  The working party confirmed they had spoken to Mrs.Redman who had said that the premises would only be sold as a whole as a going concern.  There was then a discussion regarding the loss of the shop and post office and it was agreed to include a report in the Welney News advising people that the Post Office could be started again by a suitable applicant contacting the Post Office Authority.  It was agreed to contact them and ask for full details so that should anyone express an interest we would have al the information available to give them.

2.  A letter was received from Christopher Fraser MP dated 29th March together with attachments relating to the Sustainable Communities Bill and a copy of this had been circulated to all councillors for information.

3,  Meadow Lane – Following the last meeting a letter had been sent to Norfolk County Council confirming that as far as the Parish Council are aware there had been unhindered public use of the Meadow Lane for well in excess of 50 years.  A further letter had been received dated 13th April, asking if any councillors would be prepared to confirm this use and what type of use it had been.  It was agreed that it had been and still us used by walkers, cyclists and motorists, and Cllrs. Goodger, Jones, Kerr, Bennett and Allen agreed they would be prepared to complete the NCC forms.

4.  No-Smoking in Public Places -,The No Smoking Law comes into effect on 1st July, 2007 and will affect the Parish Hall and the Pavilion.  Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Bennett and agreed that the Parish Council would put the No-smoking law into effect immediately, and suitable notices would be displayed at both premises.  A notice to the effect would also go in the Welney News.

5.  Welney Sign – The question of the poor condition of the Welney Village Sign on the Wisbech Road, was raised.  It was agreed to contact the Borough Council to see if if would be possible to have new signs on the three approaches to the Village, and to enquire whether there are any alternative designs to choose from.

13.  Public Participation

The Chairman the adjourned the meeting for public participation and at the end of the discussion the meeting was reconvened.

14.  Reports from Village Organisations
  

a. William Marshall Charity – A report was given by Cllr.Goodger as one of the Council’s representatives on the Charity and a copy of the report is included in the Minute Book

b.    Bishops Land Charity – A report was given by the Clerk on behalf of the Charity and a                      copy is included in the minute book.

15.  Meeting Reports 

No councillors had attended meetings during the month.  However, the clerk reported that she had circulated the letter prepared by Cllr.Brown to all those councils who had joined the group of councils and attended the meeting at the end of March. Littleport, Christchurch, Hilgay and Denver had acknowledged receipt and confirmed that it would be included in their Newsletters and on their websites.  A copy will also appear in the Welney News and has been placed on the Parish Council website.  Two letters setting out their concerns about the Wash Road flooding have already been received and it is hoped that others will follow..

16.  Finance.

The following accounts have been received and on the proposition of Cllr.Bennett, seconded by Cllr. Kerr, and agreed, the cheques were signed:

1. MHB Services Limited,

Street Lighting maintenance 13.4.07 to 12.6.07

Cheque No.100931






104 . 55


2.
Mrs.P.Copeman - Clerks Salary and Expenses.



Salary


240 . 16



Postage

    9 . 16

Telephone

  18 . 55



Paper & Envels
  10 . 00



Ink Carts. W.A.S.H.
  45 . 47

Doc.Wallets WASH
    6 . 00

Cheque No. 100932






329 . 34


3.
Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk



Printing Action Plan – Cheque No. 100935



338 . 00


The following cheque was received and will be paid into the Parish Council


Account:


Cambridgeshire ACRE – Grant for Printing Costs for Action Plan

438 . 69

The Insurance Renewal Papers for the Parish Council and Parish Hall Insurances from Zurich Municipal were received.  The Parish Council insurance premium was £924.71 and the Parish Hall Insurance Premium was £1,109.12.  In view of the costs involved and the fact that the insurance is not due until 1st June, it was agreed to make enquiries as to the amount of the premium levied against the buildings on each policy.  Once this information is received a decision would be make at the next meeting.  


Parish Council Annual Accounts.  1.4.06 to 31.3.07

The Clerk had circulated all councillors a complete copy of the Parish Council accounts for the period shown above.  Following consideration it was proposed by Cllr.Bennett, seconded by Cllr. Kerr and agreed that the accounts should be formally adopted and they were duly signed by the Chairman and the clerk.  The Clerk informed council that in due course she would speak to Mr.Shirley to ask if he would carry out the internal audit, in readiness for the Annual Audit at the end of September.

17.  Parish Hall 

1. The electricity meters were emptied before the meeting and total of £4.00 was removed.

.

2. The May Draw for the 100 Club then took place and the winners were

1st Prize
£50.00

30

Mrs.Phyllis Edwards

2nd Prize
£25.00

25

Carolyn Loveday

3rd Prize
£15.00

90

Julie Jones

4th Prize
£10.00

50

Steve Kerr

The Clerk confirmed that she had prepared a letter to circulate to 100 Club members advising them of the situation that the club will finish in July unless someone can be found to help with the selling of the numbers and collection of the money.  These letters would be delivered as soon as possible.

18.  Elgoods Proposed Development.

The Chairman confirmed that he had spoken to Belinda Sutton of Elgoods.  They are undecided as to the future of the Hall site at the present time.  They are not sure whether to rebuild, or repair the existing Lamb and Flag.  They still have planning permission for seven houses on the site of the Old Three Tuns, including the Parish Hall site.  She asked to be kept informed of developments from this end, and similarly would keep us advised.

After discussion it was confirmed that if Elgoods decide not to go ahead with a new Public house then they still have the option to build the seven houses.  It was agreed to write to Elgoods and ask if they would be interested in buying the Hall site, and then we would go it alone with our proposals for the new Community Centre.  It was also agreed to ask whether they might give consideration to allowing a room to be used for the Post Office if they build a new Public house, as this would return one of the most essential services to the village.  

The Clerk confirmed that she had received a telephone call from Mr.Dick Carter asking for copies of the plans which Mr.Peter Humphrey had supplied to the Borough Council for their proposed development.  Mr.Humphrey had never sent copies to them and they were not happy.  Following consultation with the Chairman copies were sent off.  The Chairman also reported a meet with another member of the Carter Family and she expressed concern over the plans which had been submitted.  The Chairman also reported that he had spoken to Hannah Wood-Handy of the Borough Council Planning Department.  She confirmed that there is no way permission would be granted to private housing on the site, but social housing would receive much more favourable consideration.  The first step was to arrange an affordable needs survey with the Borough Council.  (Mr.Peter Ramsdall)  It was agreed to contact Mr.Dick Carter (Carter Family) to find out if they would be happy with social housing on the frontage land, then possibly arrange a meeting with the Family, the Parish Council and the Borough Council.

19.  Playing Field

1. The Clerk confirmed receipt of the Fixture list from the Welney Croft Cricket Club for 

the coming seasons and the 9 home matches have been booked into the Diary and a copy would be included in the Welney News.


2.    The Playing Field – Norfolk Playing Fields Association Newsletter – Spring 2007

3. The dog fouling notices have now been found and will be displayed at the Playing Field

as soon as possible.

4.    Playground Systems – Newsletter with details of playground equipment.

5  Norfolk Playing Fields Association Certificate of Membership 2007/8 (will be displayed

in the pavilion.).  


As agreed at the last meeting, the Playing Field Account at Barclays has now been closed 

Closed and the balance transferred to the Parish Council.  All future transactions will be shown in the Parish Council accounts.

20.   Correspondence

1. D2 Action Group –Minutes of meeting held on 13th April.  Next meeting at The Fire Station Downham Market on 11th may, 2007 at 10 a.m. – Agenda supplied.

2. Norfolk County Council – Updated bus timetable for Norfolk Green (The 60 and 66) linking Three Holes, Upwell and Outwell with Wisbech, King’s Lynn and Downham Market.

3. Borough Council – Agenda and Minutes of Meetings

4. C.P.R.E. – Thanking us for our membership for the year and enclosing booklets and various literature.

5. Norfolk County Association of Parish and Town Councils – Planning conference 2007 The Assembly Rooms, Swaffham – 14th June, 2007 10 – 3.30p.m.

6. East of England Regional Assembly – April 2007 – Regional Gypsy and Traveller Public Engagement Event, 22nd May 2 p.m.

7. Norfolk County Council – Possible changes to local Government in Norfolk.  Government consultation on Norwich City Unitary – Copy of Norfolk Matters handed to each councillor, setting out the final version.

8. C.P.R.E. - Campaigns Update – Monthly review –e.mail 2.5.07

9. Fenland District Council – Delivery Equality in Services.

10.  Tapping House Hospice, Snettisham 26.4.07 Newsletter, Accounts & Information

11.  N.C.A.P.T.C. – Update recycling centres, training sessions and copies of Norfolk Link (handed to councillors)

12.  Christopher Fraser MP – Information for Parish Action Plan (Handed to Clerk)  Also confirmed that he is still trying to contact the Environment Agency for a further meeting relating to the flooding of the Wash Road.

21.  Plans and Planning Matters 

The following planning permission was received from the Borough Council

Ref No. 07/00362/F

Mr.D.Stock

Construction of extension to the side of the dwelling and construction of a detached double garage at Old Welney Nursery, Wisbech Road, Welney

The following planning application was received for consideration

Ref No: 07/00644/F

Mr,A,.W.Scott

Construction of an extension to dwelling at West View, New Road, Welney

After consideration and completion of our Planning Criteria Forms, it was unanimously agreed to recommend the application for approval..

22.  Highway Matters
As reported under correspondence, Christopher Fraser MP is again trying to contact the Environment Agency regarding Wash Road, and will keep us informed of developments.

It was reported to the meeting that the speed restrictions signs between Welney and Lotts Bridge Crossroads have now been installed.  However there are one or two points where it is considered that repeater signs would be beneficial.  It was agreed to carry out a survey and note down the areas giving cause for concern. 

Highway matters reported to the last meeting were duly passed onto the Highways Office. Nothing has been heard so further contact would be made.  It was also agreed to report to them that the first corner on the left hand side going across Wash Road appears to be in a dangerous state – could they have a look please.

Following the last meeting the Clerk had written to the residents of Hurn Drove regarding the purchasing of road planings to fill in the potholes.  Two donations had been received and grateful thanks were expressed to those persons.  It is hoped that within the next few weeks a load of planings will be delivered to the site and this matter was left in the hands of Cllrs.Goodger and Jones to arrange and then let other Councillors know of the date. 

23.  Welney Archive and Social History Committee


The W.A.S.H. Committee Social Evening was held on Saturday 28th April, 2007.  Mr. Mike 
Petty gave an extremely interesting and humerous talk from the perspective of a Bargee in 

The 1830’s travelling from Cambridge to King’s Lynn.  It covered all aspects of life including the flooding problems- even in those days they were talking of putting brick culverts under the Wash causeway to prevent it being flooded.  Including Committee members there were approximately 30 persons present and the evening concluded with Cheese and Wine.  Mr.Petty charged £35.00 for his visit, and the only other costs were for the refreshments.  No further meeting dates have been arranged, but it is hoped to hold another open day during the summer months.

24.  Parish Action Plan

Cllr.Bennett reported that the Action Plan is progressing with several persons currently writing articles for inclusion in the Action Plan.  As soon as these are all received they will be collated and sent off for printing.

.25.  Items for Agenda at next Meeting.

1. Cllr.Brown raised the question of the Notice Board at the top of new road and the fact that at present articles have to be stuck on the outside.  The Chairman agreed that he and Cllr.Brown would have a look at the board and see how it could be opened.
2.  The question of funding for the Welney News was raised.  This would be discussed further at the next meeting.
3.
Item for Agenda at the next meeting – Management of the Waterways and Water in General.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending, and declared the meeting closed at 9.53 p.m.

Signed… …K.Goodger………………………………… (Chairman.)          

Dated …… 13th June, 2007…………………………………

