Minutes of the  Meeting of the Welney Parish Council

held in the Parish Hall, Welney

on Wednesday13th September, 2006 at 7 .30 p.m.

Present


Cllr.K.Goodger (Chairman)  Cllrs. E.Allen,  M.Brown,  M.Jones, S.Kerr,  G.Tomkins 


and the Clerk.


Also in attendance:  Dist.Cllrs.D. Pope and V. Spikings and Mrs.R.Brown

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1.  Apologies for absence


Apologies were received from Cllrs. T.Bennett, T.Bray and C.Cllr.H.Humphrey.,

2.  Declaration of Interests


.There were no declarations of interest,

3.  Minutes


The minutes of the Meeting held on 9th August, 2006 having been circulated to all 

Councillors, were confirmed and signed as a correct record of that meeting, following

the amendment under 11 Correspondence – No.5  …requesting support for the opposition to..

4.  Matters Arising
1. Seats on Barrier Bank -.  It was reported to the meeting that Cllrs. Bennett, Brown and

Goodger had made an inspection of the area and were in favour of a position on the left high bank, where it slopes about half way down.  No contact had yet been made with the Environment Agency, but it was agreed to contact Windis first to ascertain if there could be any problems regarding the siting especially with regard to disabled access.

2.  Siltation Problems - Tidal Ouse – A brief report of the meeting with Mr.Dave Gillett of the Environment Agency had been circulated to all councillors.  The Chairman confirmed that the meeting had been very constructive and informative.  A copy of a letter from the Environment Agency had been received and it was agreed to await the outcome of their Consultants Report.  During his visit Mr. Gillett had said he would be prepared to come and talk to an Open Meeting in the village.  It was agreed that this would be a good idea, and Councillors were asked to consider the matter and possibly each to come up with two or three questions by the beginning of October, so that they could be used at the proposed Open Meeting,  The Clerk confirmed that she had received a letter from the Borough Council Chief Executive, Christopher Fraser MP and Mr.Grundell the Emergency Planning Officer all asking to be kept informed of developments,.

3. Meeting with adjoining Councils - The Clerk confirmed that she had now heard from

Hilgay, Christchurch and Manea that they would be interested in attending a meeting at Welney.  It was provisionally agreed that this be held on Wednesday 4th October at 8 p.m. at The Parish Hall.  Items for an Agenda were discussed, and it was agreed to ask the other Councils for any items they may wish to include when they confirmed their attendance.

4.  Quality Parishes Charter – All Councillors had been circulated a copy of the Quality Parishes Charter prepared by the Borough Council in conjunction with Upwell Parish Council.  Following a brief discussion everyone agreed that they were happy with the proposed Charter. The Chairman confirmed that he and the Clerk would be attending a meeting at Upwell on Tuesday 19th September at 8 p.m. to discuss Quality Parish Status, 

5.  Public Participation


There was no public participation.
6.  Meeting Reports 


None

.

7.  Finance

The following Parish Council accounts have been received for payment and on the proposition of Cllr.Kerr, seconded by Cllr.Brown and agreed, the cheques were duly signed:


MHB Services Limited – Street Lighting Maintenance


13th August to 12th October.


Cheque No. 100895






 104 . 55


Cllr.T.Bray – Computer Consumables


used in connection with the Parish Action Plan


Cheque No. 100896






   65 . 78


Mrs.P.Copeman - Clerks Salary


207 . 74


Expenses





  40 . 25
  247 . 99

Cheque No.  100897


Paid by Direct Debit


E-on Energy Charge for August




   59 . 81


The following Parish Hall account was received for payment and on the proposition of Cllr. 


Allen, seconded by Cllr. Jones and agreed with cheque was signed


G.D.Green


Renewal of Chamber Top to cesspit and fitting new cover


Cheque No. 100236






 153 . 48


The following Playing Field Accounts were received for payment and on the proposition of 
Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Tomkins and agreed, the cheques were drawn and signed on


The Parish Council account, as there were insufficient funds in the Playing Field account to


cover them.  Monies would be transferred from the Playing field account as and when


available to cover the cheques,


G.D.Green


Boarding of window over entrance and repairs to five


Windows with new glass,


Cheque No. 100898






  219 . 87

D. & M. Pest Control


Removal of Moles from Playing Field


Cheque No. 100899






    94 . 00


Welney Archive and Social History Committee


A cheque made payable to PC World Business in the sum of £3,078 . 35


Cheque No. 100894 was presented and signed.


Full details of this payment are available under Section 14 of these minutes.









8.  Parish Hall 

1. The electricity meters were emptied before the meeting and total of £25.00 was removed.


2.  The September draw for the 100 Club then took place and the winners were as follows:


1st Prize 
£50.00

No.7

Mary Falconer


2nd Prize
£25.00

No.9

Sonia Webber


3rd Prize
£15.00

No.57

R.Marsh


4th Prize
£10.00

No.2

Ken Sorensen.


The Clerk confirmed that we have now sold 77 tickets for the 100 Club Draw for the current 

Year.

3. The Clerk confirmed that following the last meeting she had written to Mr,.Jackman of

March regarding the Hereward Relay on 26th November, advising him that the charge for the 

hire of the Hall would be £100 and that Norfolk Police must be informed.  Nothing further


had been heard.

9.  Elgoods Proposed Development.

Following the last meeting a letter had been sent to the Carter Family setting out the details of the possible gift or purchase of the land, and confirming Councils support for any planning application they may submit on the land.  Nothing had been heard from them so it can only be assumed that Peter Humphrey (on their behalf) is in the process of putting together a planning application for them.


It was further confirmed that nothing further has been heard from Elgoods so the assumption


must be made that they are also putting their application together.  The Clerk had written


thanking Belinda Sutton of Elgoods for her letter and enclosures of 2nd August.


An e-mail had been sent to Mr.Shelton of the Environment Agency following his comments


about the revaluation of the hall site, and a copy of his reply was circulated to Councillors.


A letter was also received from Jolliffe’s regarding the frontage land at Sandgate Terrace and 


this had also been circulated to Councillors.


The clerk confirmed that she had e-mailed Julie Jacques at the Borough Council Planning


Department to arrange a site meeting at Sandgate Terrace but nothing had been heard.  It was


agreed to try and contact her by telephone to arrange a site meeting,

Following discussion it was agreed to approach the Highways Department (Mr.Graham Simpson) and also the Upwell Internal Drainage Board, to arrange site meetings with them

in connection with the access required from Wisbech Road, and over the Croft River if we are successful in getting the land at Sandgate Terrace.

10.  Playing Field

The Clerk had advised all Councillors that the current cleaner for the Parish Hall and the Pavilion had handed in her resignation with effect from 30th September, 2005.  Mrs.McCabe

had someone in mind who might be interested in the position, but nothing had been heard

at the time of writing.  After a discussion regarding hours and payments etc, it was agreed

the position should be advertised and the clerk agreed to post a notice on the notice

boards, in the shop and in the Welney News asking anyone interested to contact her for

further details.

There was then a discussion regarding finances, and the charges which are currently

made for the hiring of the Parish Hall and Pavilion.  It was agreed that a list of the current

charges would be circulated to councillors in readiness for the next meeting so that these

could be discussed and the charges could be put on a more business like footing

There was a general discussion regarding the Pavilion and the Playing |Field, the cutting

of the grass on the playing field, and the way that some of the hirers could possibly work

together.  Several points relating to the history of the field were brought up, and it was

finally agreed that we should all move on.  If we are successful in the bid to build a new Community Centre, then it would be a completely new start for the village, and the management committee would have the remit to see fair play and communication between all parties.  All organisations within the village are regarded with equal status regardless of size.

Finally the question of the remaining derelict play equipment was discussed and it was agreed to visit the field on Friday evening 15th September, at 6 p.m. and remove the remainder of the equipment.

11.  Correspondence

1.  NCAPTC – AGM 2006 Resolutions for Debate.  Request for proposal of resolutions for the AGM.  There is also a vacancy for the representation of West Norfolk on the Executive Committee and nominations are required

2. Norfolk Accident Rescue Service, Norwich – requesting donations to continue their work.

3. Copy of Playing Field together with various items of literature.

4. BCKLWN – The Gambling Act 2005 – Copy of the Draft Policy Statement for consideration – comments by 28th September.

5. Norfolk Rural Community Council – Invitation to two events – Council meeting on 14th September – Migrant Workers, and NRCC Conference on 14th October – The Rural Jigsaw,

6.  BCKLWN – Landscape Character Assessment – Details of the next meeting on 21st September.  Cllr.Bennett is hoping to attend.

7.  Copy of Norfolk Matters.  August edition.  Council will in future receive two hard copies but it will be available on line,

8.  NVAPTC Conference to launch the Fly-tipping Protocol for Norfolk 25th September 2006 at University of East Anglia Sportspark, Norwich.

9. West Norfolk Home Watch – Road Show at Dukes Head Hotel, King’s Lynn on 21st November - open to all.

10.   NCC Adult Education 2006/7 Details of what is hoping to be available and charges,

11.   BCKLWN – Standards Committee Minutes and Agenda

12.   Fiona Sarson of Savilles – Re First Time Sewage for Welney.  Letter circulated to Councillors regarding a request she had received from Anglian Water to commence negotiations for the purchase of land for the Treatment Works in the Village.  She had approached two land owners who were not interested in selling, and asked Council if they could recommend alternative sites.  After discussion it was proposed by Cllr.Allen, seconded by Cllr.Jones and unanimously agreed that we reply to Miss Sarson and ask for a meeting in the village with her or Anglian Water so that we can obtain more information before we recommend any possible sites,

13.  Norfolk Association of Village Halls – Newsletter

14.  BCKLWN – Sports Development – Possible funding for sports activities

15.  Norfolk Wildlife Trust – Winter Wildlife Workshop

16.  BCKLWN – Mayors Civic Awards for Voluntary Service

17.   Southern Area Road Safety Committee – Next meeting 21st September.  Agenda and Minutes.  (Handed to Cllr.Tomkins)

12.  Plans and Planning Matters 

A letter had been received from the Borough Council dated 18.8.06 confirming that Wry Necked Mill, Hundred Foot Bank, Welney will now be known as Wryneck Mill

The following Planning application was received and after consideration it was


proposed by Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Allen and agreed that the application should


be recommended for approval.


Ref No. 06/01597/F


Mr.J.Green, First floor extension to dwelling at No2 Hurn Drove, Welney

Application for full planning permission to build an extension over the existing garage to create a new bedroom,

13.  Highway Matters

The Chairman gave a report on the meeting with Martin Edmunds of the Highways Department held on Tuesday 22nd August, at 9 a.m,.  He confirmed that the meeting went extremely well and was very productive.  An e-mail had been received from Mr.Edmunds confirming the following items which will receive attention:

1. A drain on the footway near the detached footway near Chestnut Avenue

2. SLOW markings in various locations in the village

3. The double bend sign to be moved

4.  The patch on the footway opposite the village hall has been programmed

5.  The hedge at the corner on Tipsend will be cut back

6.  A haunching scheme for March Road to strengthen the edge of the road;.

It was noted at the meeting that some of the works have already been dealt with and others are in the process of being completed.


A letter had been sent to Norfolk County Council regarding our request for speed limits

south of Welney and a copy had been circulated to all councillors.  Cllr.Tomkins would be attending the next meeting of the Downham Road Safety Committee and it was agreed that he should bring this problem to their attention.

Details had been received of residents in certain parts of the area, who had installed posts

or blocks on the boundary of their properties to stop vehicles running over the property.

Highways had confirmed that this is illegal and had requested the names of the offenders so

that the items could be removed.  To avoid Highways taking action it was agreed to put a note in the Welney News regarding this problem in the hope that residents would remove the items themselves.

14.  Welney Archive and Social History Committee

The WASH Committee had held a meeting on 22nd August and it was confirmed that a total of £3,818.86 has now been allocated to this project.  (Millennium Map monies £696.28; Donation received £10; Donation from Events R Us £22.58 and Grant from Awards for All £3,090.00)  A press release regarding the Awards for All funding had been sent to all the local newspapers and put up in the Village Notice Boards.

The Awards for All Grant had to be spent on the equipment required to set up the Archiving

and a list of the equipment was passed round.  A quotation for all the equipment had been received from PC World Business and this was considered and agreed and as confirmed under Finance, the cheque was drawn and signed.  The Clerk confirmed that the equipment would be delivered to her address early on in the week beginning 18th September.

The date of the next WASH meeting will be arranged and committee members advised in due course.  Council were also advised of an Open Day which has been arranged for 21st October in the Parish Hall from 1 –4 p.m. and an Evening Meeting with a speaker on Friday 10th November.

15,  Parish Council Website

The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council website is now up and running with a Home Page, Agenda, Minutes and list of Councillors and a Calendar page.  More information would be added as and when available, and the site will improve as time and experience allow.

16.  Parish Action Plan


Cllr.Bennett and Cllr.Bray were both absent from the meeting, but it was confirmed that the

Results for the Parish Action Plan are in the process of being circulated around the Village. 

.17.  Any Other Business

1. Cllr.Kerr gave details of grass cutting information from the PCC which might be useful

for the future,.

2. Welney Wildfowl Trust are having their official opening on 20th September, 2006 at 4p.m. and the Chairman confirmed that he had received an invitation.

3. The meeting was advised that the paper Bank is full and the Clerk confirmed she would

arrange for this to be emptied.  Enquiries would also be made at the Borough Council to see if it would be possible to obtain an Aluminium Bank for the Village.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending, and declared the meeting closed at 9.53 p.m.

Signed…K.Goodger……Chairman.                                Dated …11.10.06………………………
