Minutes of the Meeting of the Welney Parish Council

held in The Parish Hall, Welney

on Wednesday 12th October, 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:

Cllr.K. Goodger (Chairman) Cllrs. T.Bray,  T. Bennett, S.Kerr,  M.Jones, 
D.Stevens and the Clerk


Also in attendance were C.Cllr. H.Humphrey and Ms.J.Jones

1.  Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. E. Allen, B.Bruce, 


 D.Rowlett and Dist,Cllrs.D.Pope and V.Spikings.

2.  Declaration of Interests

Cllr.Jones declared an interest in a planning application which would be

considered later in the meeting, and also in any discussion relating to the Village Youth Club,

.3.  Minutes

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th September were  
approved by all present and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting, following an amendment from Cllr.Bray relating to paragraph 4 of Item 13 - Parish Action Plan Update.  The original wording read “.....and agreement can be reached with Elgoods....”  This was amended and initialled to read “....and an agreed price can be reached with Elgoods.....”

4.  Matters Arising

1.
The Clerk confirmed that the date arranged for the meeting in 

December has had to be changed due to a prior booking for the hall.  The meeting will now be held on Thursday 8th December, at 7.30 p.m.


2. 
Denver and Wash Stakeholder Special Meeting - Abberton Scheme 8th November 2005 at Congham Hall.  The Clerk confirmed that Cllr.Bennett expressed a wish to attend this meeting and the form had been returned.

3.
It was confirmed to the meeting that a letter had again been sent to PC Davis of Downham Market and also to the chief constable but nothing had been heard.  C.Cllr.Humphrey agreed to make contact with the Police in an effort to arrange a visit to Welney. 


4. 
Dog Waste Bin for Playing Field  -  The order for the new dog bin had been placed with Glasdon Limited but not yet received.  As soon as it arrives contact will be made with Cllr.Kerr who agreed to install it.

5.
The Clerk produced a copy of a Welcome Pack which had been prepared since the last meeting and it was passed round those present for their information.  It was proposed by Cllr.Bray, seconded by Cllr.Kerr and agreed that this was most acceptable.  One or two amendment and additions were suggested and these would be incorporated.  The Clerk would liaise with Mrs.Redman as and


when new residents moved into the Village.

6.
Cllr.Bennett asked to see a copy of the letter prepared by Mr.I.Shirley following the Annual Audit, and this was passed round for everyone to see.

7.
The question of publishing the minutes of the meetings on the website before they are approved was raised and following discussion it was proposed by Cllr.Bray, seconded by Cllr.Steven and unanimously agreed that the minutes should not appear on the website until they had been formally approved and signed.

8.
Cllr. Bennett asked whether with effect from the January 2006 meeting the day on which the Parish Council meetings are held, could be changed. Following discussion it was agreed to include this on the Agenda for the November meeting, once we had had an opportunity to check the Council’ s Standing Orders relating to meeting days.

5.  Public Participation

The Chairman then adjourned the meeting for public participation and as there was nothing to discuss the meeting was reconvened.

.6. Finance

a.  Approval of Parish Council Accounts for Payment

The following accounts had been received for payment and on the

proposition of Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Bennett and agreed, the cheques were duly signed:


1.  Mrs.P.Copeman - Clerks Salary for Oct.
201 . 76


    Postage and Tel expenses


  18 . 47

    Cheque No. 100847



220 . 23

2.  Abacus Copiers - New toner cartridge for Photocopier


     Cheque No. 100848



  62 . 27

3.   Welney Croft Cricket Club


     Half years grass cutting


312 . 25


     Less hire of field by Club


180 . 00

     Cheque No. 100849



132 . 50

Paid by Direct Debit - 


E-on electricity supply - September

£50 . 83

Paid into the Bank on 28.9.05 £1,000.00

From Acre/Leader + Project relating to the Parish Action Plan funding.

7. Parish Hall.

1.  It was confirmed that the emergency lighting and electrical equipment (including the outside light over the main door) was tested prior to this meeting, as is required, and also the electricity meters were emptied, with the total sum of £13.00 being removed.

2.  The Clerk confirmed that the trade waste sacks were ordered and have been delivered and passed onto the Hall Caretaker.  It was confirmed by the Borough Council that these will be collected on a Thursday.

3.  100 Club - Cllr.Kerr confirmed that the draws for August and September had taken place.  The winners were advertised in the Post Office and winnings had now been paid out.  It as also confirmed that there are still some numbers available, but if we are not able to sell them all then allowance could be made at the monthly draws for the unsold numbers.  Grateful thanks were recorded to Cllr.Kerr and Mrs. Redman for their hard work in selling the draw numbers.

It was proposed by Cllr.Kerr, seconded by Cllr.Bray and unanimously agreed that with effect from  October, the draw would take place at the Parish Council meetings under the Agenda item -Parish Hall.    A notice would be displayed in the Post Office and on the Notice Board confirming this new arrangement.

4.  Parish Hall and Elgoods.  -Despite a letter and two telephone calls to Mr.Shelton of the Environment Agency, he has confirmed that he has not yet heard back from the District valuer and is therefore not able to let us have their valuation of the Hall Site.  The Clerk confirmed that she would be telephoning Mr.Shelton again on Friday morning for an update of the situation. The Clerk also confirmed that she had spoken to Mrs.Belinda Sutton at Elgoods and also written a letter, in order that she was aware of the up to date position.

5.  The Chairman had received an e-mail from Mrs. Levesley regarding the Parish Hall Site and Elgoods negotiations, and proposals for the future.  Copies of the letter were circulated to all councillors, and the chairman confirmed that he would contact Mrs. Levesley direct in order to give her the up to date situation. 

6.  Lamb and Flag Questionnaire - Each councillor had received a copy of the proposed Lamb and Flag Questionnaire, which will be circulated as soon as possible to all residents separately from the Parish Action Plan Questionnaire. It was proposed by Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Kerr and unanimously agreed that this questionnaire should be adopted, and circulated together with a flier confirming open meetings on Thursday 20th October and Saturday 22nd


October for the official launch of the Parish Action Plan.

7.  A letter had been received from Mrs.Margaret Sparrow of Christchurch with details of an accident at the Parish Hall steps on 28th September, 2005 when one of their members fell and broke her pelvis.  A copy of their letter to Isle of Ely Federation of Women's Institutes was also enclosed and it was agreed to keep this in our records and enter it in the Accident Book.


8.  The question of provision of disabled toilets etc was raised by the

Chairman.  It was confirmed to the meeting that a WINDIS report had been carried out sometime ago advising what is required.  It was agreed to include this on the Agenda for the Open Meeting in due course,



8.  Playing Field.

1.
As requested at the last meeting I wrote to County Grounds Maintenance Limited, requesting an idea of the cost of grass cutting etc on the Playing  Field in case this is needed for future reference.  Mr.Willett rang to thank us for the enquiry and he informed the Clerk that he would be making a brief inspection of the field.  It was stressed to him that this was only a general enquiry at this stage.  Their quotation was received in a letter dated 4.10.05 in the sum of £38.95 plus V.A.T. for each visit.  It was agreed to thank them for their quotation and hold on file for the present time.

2.
Despite promises from both John Loveday and Mrs. Rix no keys for the pavilion have been forthcoming.  Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr.Bennett, seconded by Cllr.Jones and agreed that Cllr.Kerr should obtain and fit a new lock to the door of the pavilion together with 6 keys and we would hand out the keys and keep a note of who had them.

3. Various enquiries had been made of various companies whomight have a container suitable for use at the Playing Field, but nothing has been forthcoming that was affordable.  Following discussion it was felt that if some of the old wooden chairs could be disposed of from the container on site at present, then space could be made for storage of some of the Youth Club equipment.

4. Welney Youth Club.

Cllr.Jones confirmed that he is looking into the possibility of providing a unit at his own expense, which could be sited at the Playing field and used for the Youth Club and as a possible drop in centre.  He confirmed that enquiries were in the early stages, but he would keep Council informed of developments. Mrs.Julie Jones gave a report on the activities of the Youth Club and confirmed that the Club is flourishing.  She invited Councillors to pay a visit on a Thursday evening to see the activities for themselves.

5.
It was reported that the security lights on the pavilion are not working and also some of the fencing around the field is broken.    It was confirmed that a WINDIS report has been received and it was agreed to have a meeting at  the Pavilion to look into matters needing attention.  The meeting was arranged for 10 a.m. on Sunday 6th November.

9.  Correspondence

1. 
East Cambridgeshire District Council 30.9.05 Draft Statement of Community Involvement Regulation 26 Consultation.  Period 3.10.05 to 14.11.05 Document can be viewed at Council Office, Ely or on the web site at www.eastcambs.gov.uk

2.
Brochure from Norfolk Police with details of modernisation programme for their stations throughout the County.

3.
Landscape Access Recreation - The Countryside Agency.  Enclosing copy of the plan of Welney Parish.  We have no registered common land or open spaces

4.
Norfolk Link Magazine - Details of training sessions.  West Norfolk Area Meeting of NCAPTC at Hunstanton on October 19th.  NCVAPTC AGM in Norwich on 12th November.

5.
Details of showcasing event for Fens LeAP LEADER+ 17th October at March Town Hall 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Booking form available,.

6.
Norfolk and Suffolk Heritage Tree Hunt - Training Day and Walk on 16th October at Walnut Tree Farm, Kirstead.  Booking form available.

7.
BCKLWN List of Funding Opportunities for September and October,.


8.
BCKLWN - Minutes and Agenda of Council Meetings


9.
The Fens News - Autumn 2005


10.
NCC 30.9.05 Local Democracy Week Involving Young People - 17th to 21st October (Passed to Mrs. Julie Jones)

11.
David Blackwell - Rural Transport Partnership.  Copy of Minutes and Progress Report.

12.
Local Works - Sustainable Communities Bill - Local public meeting at Dersingham 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on 4.11.05

13.
Tapping House Hospice, Snettisham - 21st Anniversary Magazine.






10.  Plans and Planning Matters

The following planning applications were considered by Council:


1.  Ref No. 05/01980/F


Dr.S. Dobson.


Conservatory Extension to side of dwelling at Waterside, Back Drove,


Welney.


Proposed by Cllr.Bennett, seconded by Cllr.Bray and agreed that the


application be recommended for approval.


2.  Ref No. 05/01958


Pisces Caravan Park, Bedford Bank, Welney

Change of use to permit six additional static holiday homes at Pisces Park.,


Proposed by Cllr.Bray, seconded by Cllr. Kerr and agreed that the


application should be recommended for approval.


The following planning permission had been received.


Ref No. 05/0156/F


Mr. B.Read


Single Storey Extension to dwelling,. Rose Villa, March Road,. Tipsend.


Permission dated 20.9.05

Copy of the appeal made by Mr. B. Rayner to the Secretary of State for the Environment, Transport and the Regions regarding the refusal of the Borough Council to grant planning permission for the construction of a dwelling at Biangi, Wisbech Road. Welney, dated 21.9.05 were circulated to all Councillors for information.

11.  Highway Matters

A copy of a letter from Mr.Allen of Highways following the last meeting had been circulated to all Councillors.  The Clerk confirmed that she had the form relating to the siting of the seat which the Cricket Club asked us to look into, but it will only be allowed if it is in the name of the Parish Council and would not be allowed to be sited on the bridge decks.  It was agreed to ask whether they would give approval for the seat to be fixed to the railings on the bridge by means of brackets, and then consider again at the next meeting.

Following the recent space of accidents along Wisbech Road, a letter had been drafted to the Highways.  The letter was read to the meeting and it was agreed that this should be sent with an extra copy going to Mr.Eastgate.

It was confirmed to the meeting that the Highways had inserted a pole at the top of New Road, onto which a notice board could be attached.  

12.  Parish Action Plan Update

Cllr. Bennett confirmed that the Parish Action Plan Questionnaire was now with the Borough Council for Printing, and that Mrs. Sweetman had completed the design for the front cover.  He produced draft copies for information. The Action Plan questionnaire would be launched at the Open Meetings on 20th and 22nd October in the Parish Hall.  Cllr.Bray also produced copies of the prize tickets which would be handed out when the questionnaires were collected, and there would be prizes for the Household drawn as winners, 


and also for the children.

13.  Any Other Business

1.  
Cllr.Bennett confirmed to the meeting that vegetable pickers had been collecting a crop of cabbages in Hale Drove without any proper toilet or water facilities.  Cllr.Bennett agreed to speak to Mr.Peter Tegardine about this problem.

2.
Cllr.Bray raised the question of a Village Emergency Plan.  It was agreed that this would be included on the Agenda for the next meeting. County Cllr.Humphrey agreed to make enquiries at the Borough Office and ask the person responsible to contact us with any available information.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.

Signed ........K.Goodger.......................................................................(Chairman)

Dated ..........8.11.05......................................................................
