Minutes of the  Meeting of the Welney Parish Council

held in The Parish Hall, Welney

on Tuesday 12th July,  2005 at 7. 30 p.m.

Present:
Cllr.K. Goodger (Chairman) Cllrs.E.Allen, T. Bennett, T.Bray, B. Bruce, S.Kerr, M.Jones, D.Rowlett and D.Stevens and the Clerk


Members of the Public attending were Mr.J.Loveday, Mr.C.Bastock,


Mr.M.Brown,  Mr. & Mrs. D. Leversley and Mrs. P. Rix.

1.  Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Dist.Cllr. D.Pope. 

2.  Declaration of Interests

There were no declarations of interest declared at this point in the


meeting.

.3.  Minutes

a.  The minutes of the Parish Council Annual General  meeting held on 10th May were  approved by all present and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.

b.  The minutes of the extra Parish Council meeting held on 7th June were approved by all present and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting,

4.  Matters Arising

1.  Standards Board Questionnaire - Cllr.Bray confirmed that he had taken the questionnaire away after the last meeting, but no further action would be taken, as it did not refer to the Parish Council.
2.  Citizens Advice Bureau Surgery.  The Clerk confirmed that she had  received confirmation of the dates to the end of 2005,  when the surgery 
would be attending Welney.  Everything seems to be working well and chaperones are always found to sit in during the surgery times.

2.  New Parish Notice Board - Cllr. Kerr confirmed that the new Notice Board is coming along well.  He also confirmed that the grab rail had been installed on the Parish Hall door, and the step inside had been altered to make allowance for the disabled ramp,.

5.  Public Participation

The Chairman then adjourned the meeting for public participation and at the end of the discussion the meeting was reconvened.

.6. Finance

a.  Approval of Parish Council Accounts for Payment

The following accounts had been received for payment and on the

proposition of Cllr.Kerr, seconded by Cllr.Stevens and agreed, the cheques  were duly signed:

1. Alfred McAlpine Utility Services - Elec.maintenance


for June and July - Cheque No. 100835


103 . 45


2. Environment Agency - Rental for Parish Hall


2005/6 - Cheque No. 100836




178 . 00


3.  Mrs.P.Copeman - Clerks Salary for June and July
403 . 52


and postage, tel calls and office expenses
.

  85 . 02

Cheque No. 100837





488 . 54


4.  Welney Croft Cricket Club - half years grass cutting


on Playing field.  Cheque No. 100838



312 . 50


Paid by Direct Debit - E-on electricity supply

36 . 59


The Clerk advised that E-on had informed us that their charges


would be increased w.e.f.1.7.05 to £50.22 per month,.


This is the first increase we have received in 7 years.


b.  Approval of Playing Field Accounts for Payment

The following accounts had been received for payment and on the

proposition of Cllr.Kerr, seconded by Cllr.Stevens and agreed the cheques were duly signed:

1.  Norfolk Playing Field Association - membership


renewal.  Cheque No. 100003




15 . 00


2.  Anglian Water  -   31.12.04 to 6.7.05


Cheque No. 100004





29 . 98

c.  Approval of Parish Hall Accounts for Payment

The following accounts had been received for payment and on the

proposition of Cllr.Kerr, seconded by Cllr.Stevens and agreed, the cheques  were duly signed:

1. Anglian Water  -  31.12.04 to 6.7.05 

Cheque No. 100205





49 . 13

2. Essential Plumbing - work to water heaters in Hall

Cheque No. 100206





20 . 00 

7. Parish Hall.

1.  It was confirmed to the meeting that the current year for the Parish Hall 100 Club will finish at the end of July 2005.  Mrs. Redman at the Village Post Office confirmed that she had received several enquiries asking if the 100 Club will be continuing for a further year.  Cllr.Kerr and Mrs.Redman have agreed to organise this for a further year and payments from several people have already been received.  Grateful thanks were extended to Mrs.Redman and Cllr.Kerr for their efforts to keep this running.  

If in future the Parish Hall should no longer continue, then it was agreed that the question of the 100 Club should be put on the Agenda for the Public Meeting (to be arranged in due course)and ascertain from the public whether they would have any objections to the monies raised being transferred to the Pavilion and Playing Field. 


2.  It was confirmed to the meeting that the emergency lighting and


electrical equipment was tested prior to this meeting, as is required,

and also the electricity meters were emptied, with the total sum of £22.00 being removed.

3.  The Clerk confirmed that she had finally managed to sort out Barclays Bank and the Parish Hall Accounts.  The whole process took approximately two months, 17 telephone calls and a visit to Barclays Bank at King’s Lynn.

She confirmed that the following sums had been transferred from the  Parish Hall account back to the Parish Council (see finance minute of 10th May, 2005)


Zurich Insurance



938 . 52


D.J.Whicker - electrical


  23 . 03


Norfolk Assoc.of Village Halls

  10 . 00
£971 . 55)

It was also agreed to purchase a pack of Trade Waste Sacks at a cost of £26.50 for 25, and these could be used by both the Parish Hall and the Pavilion.


4.  New Public Entertainment Licence.

Following the last meeting the Clerk confirmed that she had telephoned the licence department at the Borough Council and with the help of a young lady in that office, she was able to complete the forms.  These were duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk and sent off together with a cheque for the fee in the sum of £100.00.   An acknowledgement was received, stating that if nothing further was heard within 28 days then everything would be in order.  The cheque was also returned as Parish Halls are exempt from fees.  At the time of the meeting nothing further had been heard and it was therefore assumed that everything was in order.


5.  Water Heaters in the Hall

Following the last meeting the Clerk had arranged to meet the plumber from Chestnut Avenue (Essential Plumbing).  He was shown the two heaters in the Hall, quoted £40.00 for the work and he collected the key on the Saturday to do the work.  However on his return he advised that he had plumbed the heater in behind the bar but found a fault on the switch which would not allow the water to be turned off and which continually blew the trip.  The heater in the Kitchen had an internal fault and because of its age could not be repaired.  In view of the fact he was not able to do the complete job he reduced his charge to £20.00 and promised to

let us have a quotation for two new heaters.  This was presented to the meeting and considered.  Cllr.Jones informed the meeting that his plumber would be attending within the next few days and he would ask him for a quote, although everyone considered the quotation from Essential Plumbing in the sum of £232.75 to be reasonable.  It was agreed that this should be accepted, but not until Cllr.Jones had been able to speak to his plumber.


8.  Playing Field.

Following the last meeting the Clerk confirmed that details of the

charges for the Playing Field and Pavilion had been printed out and handed to Mrs.Rix for her information.  A letter had also been sent to the Welney Croft Cricket Club.


A letter was received from Mr. T.Smart on behalf of the Cricket Club

setting out details of what the Club do on the Field and the costs they incur.  After consideration it was proposed by Cllr.Bray. seconded by Cllr.Jones and  agreed that the maximum charge would remain at £25.00 
per match, but with a concession of £5.00 for regular use and also as they are a village organisation, making the total of £20.00 per match. Grateful thanks were extended to the Cricket Club for all the work they do to keep the playing field looking in such good condition.

Mr.Loveday also agreed to have keys to the Pavilion cut as soon as possible and let us have these, as at present Mrs.Rix is the only one with a key.

New Play Equipment - It was agreed that no decision could be made with 
regard to this until such time as the future of the Parish Hall and the Pavilion are decided,.   The play equipment monies are locked away in a high interest business account and earning interest all the time.  It was confirmed to the meeting that there is a great deal of money available in the form of grants.  It was confirmed to the meeting that two sets of swings had been removed from the Playing Field and the old roundabout


had been buried, as per the suggestions in the RoSPA report.

Cllr.Bray requested that the Parish Council should look into giving some sort of funding for equipment to the Youth Club which has been established at the Pavilion, and requested that this matter should be raised at the next meeting.  Cllr.Jones declared an interest at this point.  He then asked whether it would be possible to move two of the dartboards from the Parish Hall to the Pavilion for use by the Youth Club, and whether it would be possible to move 5 or 6 of the tables from the Hall to the Pavilion in exchange for the heavier ones from the Pavilion.  It was agreed that both these requests would be in order.

Mrs. P.Rix handed over £40.00 in cash from the Pavilion together with a supporting statement.

The question of the disposal of dog waste from the Playing Field was also discussed and it was agreed to find out the cost of having an extra dog waste bin installed at the Playing Field.

9.  Correspondence

1.  Norfolk Matters (copy circulated to all councillors)

2.  Alfred McAlpine Infrastructure Services - Street Lighting Maintenance Agreement will be terminated on 12th August.  An approach had been received from MHB Services who had provided a quotation to take over the maintenance contract on very similar terms as previously.  After consideration it was proposed by Cllr.Jones, seconded by Cllr.Allen and agreed that we should ask MHB to prepare a contract for our maintenance agreement, on the lines set out in their letter.


3.  BCKLWN - Council meeting minutes and agenda

4.  Trafalgar Weekend - 21st to 23rd October, 2005 - Form for completion if we were interested in taking part in the celebrations.


5.  NCAPTC - Copy of new Publication = Pointers to Good Practice.


6.  Defra - 3.6.05 Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005


It was agreed to obtain a copy of the act and put a notice on the


Playing Field regarding dogs fouling etc.


7.  Norfolk Rural Community Council - Details of the AGM on 11.7.05


copy of Signpost and a copy of the NRCC Annual Review 2004/5


8.  Patient and Public Involvement in Health (Cambridgeshire Acre)


Article for publication in Local News magazine if possible.


9.  Cambridgeshire County Council 2.6.05 -  Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Minerals and Waste Development Plan.


10.  Fen Border Newsletter May/June 2005


11.  West Norfolk Road Safety Committee Southern Area - Minutes of


meetings


12.  Norfolk Constabulary - Timetable for mobile police station in the


area up to December, 2005.


13.  Leap Ahead - Newsletter of Leader+ May 2005.

14.  Care and Repair West Norfolk - Letter introducing the agency which offers help to homeowners and private tenants who are over 60, disabled or on means tested benefit to assist them to repair, improve or adapt their homes.  Advertising literature available.


15.  Upwell Health Centre Patient Participation Group 14.5.05


16.  Working together - Every child matters - leaflets for information


17.  NCC Temporary Traffic Order affecting Bridleway No.5 Welney


from the existing footbridge at Bank Farm northwards to 120 metres


for the construction of a new footbridge.  Temporarily closed from


4th July to 25th September.

18.  BT Payphones - 7.6.05  BTs proposals to re-align payphone provision to  meet consumer demand - proposing to make phone box opposite Lamb and Flag and on Rutland Corner cashless.  Agreed that this would be in order provided that everyone could use the boxes in an emergency..


19.  Mr.D.Blackwell - letter and copy of the minutes relating to the


Rural Transport Partnership.  Thanks were extended to Mr. Blackwell

for representing us and it was agreed to reconsider this in March 2006 as suggested by him.


20.  BCKLWN - 8.7.05 King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Statement of


Community Involvement for information

21.  BCKLWN - 6.7.05  Issues and Options Paper.  Consultation for KL&WN Local Development Framework.

10.  Plans and Planning Matters

The following planning permission has been received:


Ref No. 05/00980/F


Mr. & Mrs. Warne, Berrycroft Cottage, New Road, Welney


Extension to dwelling.


Planning approval dated 20.6.05


The following planning application was withdrawn:


E.D.F.Energy


Application for permission to divert 11,000v overhead line at


Old Croft Farm, Tipsend.


The following planning application was received for consideration:


Ref No. 05/02149/0


Mr.B.Rayner

Outline application for construction of a two bedroom bungalow and garage at Biangi, Wisbech Road, Welney

After careful consideration it was unanimously agreed that we should recommend this application be refused on the grounds that it was outside the Village Development Area and would therefore be contrary to the local village plan.  Also the positioning of the development on the proposed plot would be too close to the road and would not fall in line with existing properties.

11.  Highway Matters

1.  Mrs. Rix confirmed that the Give Way sign outside her house on


New Road is broken once again and it was agreed to report this


to Highways,

2.  Mr. Loveday reported that the Cricket Club had purchased a nice bench which they wanted to site in a good position in the village. They wondered if it would be possible to put it on the bridge where there is a very wide pavement.  It was agreed to ask Highways what the situation would be regarding this.

12.  Elgoods Proposed Development 

A letter had been received from the Borough Council confirming the naming and numbering of the new houses at Old Bedford Row.

The Clerk confirmed that on 16th June she had met a gentleman from the District Valuer’s Office at Peterborough  regarding the valuation which Environment Agency had requested in connection with the possible sale of the Parish Hall site.  Nothing further has been heard and I telephoned Mr.Shelton of the E.A, this morning.  He has not heard anything from the District Valuer but did promise to chase him up for his valuation.  Following the meeting with the District Valuer the Clerk had telephoned Mrs.Belinda Sutton at Elgoods and given her a full update of the situation.


She appreciates the position that these things take time and has 

asked that we contact her as soon as we hear from the Environment Agency.


Cllr.Jones suggested to the meeting that on as soon as we get the

valuation from the Environment Agency we hold an emergency meeting and hand the Hall straight over to Elgoods so that we do not spend any more money on it.  This suggestion was discussed, but the Chairman 
explained that the parishioners have to know what is going on and have to be allowed to make their suggestions.  Cllr.Goodger proposed from the Chair that as soon as the letter is received from the Environment Agency confirming the figure, we negotiate with Elgoods to get a fair price for the site.  This would then be proposed to the Village with our suggestion for the


future of the site which Cllr.Bray agreed to prepare and pass to
Cllr.Goodger for certification.  This was seconded by Cllr.Jones and

agreed.  It was also agreed that a letter would then be circulated to every household with full details prior to the Public Meeting being called.

13.  Parish Action Plan Update

Cllr. Bennett confirmed that there had been a slight delay in the completion of the questionnaire and it was hoped that this would be ready for circulation in September.  Janice Howell was impressed with the way the questionnaire had been put together, and application forms for grant aid had been completed and everyone was confident that this would be forthcoming.  Full details could be made available to the Public at the proposed Public Meeting.  Grateful thanks were extended from the Parish Council to everyone involved with the Action Plan, for all their hard work.

14.  Any Other Business

1,  Cllr. Stevens confirmed that the Wildfowl Trust would be prepared to pay for some of the items required for the Youth Club at the Playing Field if Cllr.Jones could let him have a list of what was required.  Grateful thanks were extended for this very kind offer.

2.  It was agreed that we ask the Parish Liaison Police Officer to pay us a visit, or alternatively arrange for a visit by the Mobile Police Station.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

Signed ..........K.Goodger............................(Chairman)

Dated ...........13th September, 2005......................................................................

Webmasters note: (not part of the minutes)

To return to the page you came from use the back button on your web browser, or use the following links to go to other relevant pages: 

Parish Council Meetings
Parish Council Home Page 

Welney Website News and views page 
