Minutes of the Meeting of the Welney Parish Council

held in The Parish Hall, Welney

on Wednesday 16th March,. 2005 at 8 p.m.

Present:



Cllr.K.Goodger (Chairman), Cllrs. T.Bennett, T.Bray, B. Bruce, S.Kerr, M. Jones


and the Clerk.


Members of the Public also attending were Mr. & Mrs. Leversley, Mr.A.Nelson,


Mr.A.Bye, Mr. Dore and Mr.P.Cox.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and extended thanks to the members of the public for attending.

1.  Planning Matters


Two planning applications had been received for consideration by the Parish Council.


a.  Ref No. 05/00488/F


Mr. & Mrs. G. Pratley


Construction of replacement dwelling and outbuildings (resubmission) 


Wrynecked Mill, Hundred Foot Bank, Welney


b.  Ref No. 05/00510/SU


EDF Energy


Diversion of an 11,000 volt overhead line at Old Croft Farm, March Road, Welney


After studying the plans and related papers for both applications, it was proposed by Cllr.Bray,


seconded by Cllr. Kerr and agreed that we recommend both applications for approval.

2.  Parish Action Plan 


Cllr. Bennett gave the meeting an update with regard to the Parish Action Plan.  He confirmed


that the Committee are in the process of preparing the questionnaire which would probably


comprise of approximately 100 questions.  A suggestion was made to hold a prize draw


as a small incentive for residents to complete and return the questionnaire forms and he 


confirmed that this would be discussed at the next meeting to be held on 18th March.

3.  Correspondence 


1.  A letter had been received from Mr. Eastgate of the Norfolk County Council Planning


and Transportation confirming all the points raised during his recent visit to the Village


when he met with Councillors and toured the area.  It was agreed that he had covered all


points raised and that we should thank him for his letter and await further information on


several of the matters.  The Chairman confirmed to the meeting that if anyone had any


problems relating to Highways they should let the himself or the Clerk know and we would


then take them up with Highways and Mr. Eastgate.


2.  A letter had been received from the Borough Council regarding the suggested name for


the new development adjacent to the Lamb and Flag.  It was agreed to thank them for their


letter and confirm that we are quite happy with the preferred name of Old Bedford Row.


3.  A letter was also received from the Flagship Housing Group Limited regarding the


development confirming that they had recommended Old Bedford Row to the Borough 


Council.


They also pointed out that part of their permission was to include a small play area for children



aged 1-6 and this would include a piece of play equipment and a seat.  They confirmed that


they would like to gift this to the Village, but after consideration it was proposed by Cllr. Jones


seconded by Cllr. Bray and agreed that we should reply and say”Thanks, but no thanks” and 

to confirm that we already had a playing field which included play equipment, and with all the 

Council’s commitments to the village at the present time, we could not take on anything else.

4.  Elgoods and the Proposals for the Lamb and Flag/Three Tuns Site.


The Chairman then explained to those present that the main purpose of this meeting was to

give further consideration to the options which were put forward at the last meeting and to decide how to proceed with this matter.  He mentioned the possibility of an Open Meeting for 
the Village where it is hoped that as many persons as possible would attend.  He recommended that possibly we could have an overhead projector and show each option, one at a time, in order to get a more accurate feel of exactly what the village wanted.  Following this we would then have a much better idea of whether a referendum which would be sent to the whole village,would be the best way forward.


Cllr.Bray suggested that we discuss the principles of each option with as much information as


possible so that all we had to do at a Parish Open Meeting was answer questions and explain


the pros and cons of each option in detail.


The Chairman then went through each of the options once again and after discussion it was


agreed that Option 4 - Elgoods to purchase the Parish Hall and site and then build a new


Public House on the site with a Function Room built onto the end which could be used


as a Parish Hall as well - appears to be favourite at the present time.  If this option was the


accepted one, a New Parish Hall would not need to be built,  and monies could be invested


for work to the playing field and pavilion, and it would also give the village time to consider


future developments.  It was also agreed that money in the bank would attract matched


funding from many sources.


The Chairman then adjourned the meeting for general discussion and comments.

Upon reconvening, it was agreed that the first stage must be to make contact with the Environment Agency so that we are aware of the kind of price they would be looking for it they were willing to sell the Hall and Site to the Parish Council.  The Clerk agreed to ring Mr. Shelton the next morning, as no reply had been received to the letter which we sent.  It was also agreed to contact Mr.Jeff Clarke at the Borough Council to enquire their future proposals for the field at Sandgate Corner, and to see if they could given an idea of what kind of price they would be looking for if the field should be available to purchase.


A provisional date of Wednesday 13th April was then agreed for the Public Open Meeting,


but this date would depend on receiving information from the Environment Agency.  When


the Open meeting takes place it was agreed that tea, coffee and biscuits would be served and


that the Parish Councillors should mingle with the public.  A comment book would also


be placed at the back of the Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman once again thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.27 p.m.

Signed .....K.Goodger   (Chairman)........................   Dated ......10.5.05.............................................

