Minutes of the Meeting of the Welney Parish Council

held in The Parish Hall, Welney

On Tuesday 11th January, 2005 at 7.30 p.m.

Present

Cllr.K.Goodger (Chairman), Cllr.S.Kerr (Vice-Chairman), Cllrs. T. Bennett and D.Stevens and the Clerk.


Also present: Dist.Cllrs. D.Pope and V. Spikings, Mr. & Mrs.P.Cox, Mr.& Mrs. 


Leversley, Mr.T.Bray, Mr.M.Jones and Mr. E.Allen.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending.

He then introduced Mrs. Lynne Hutchinson of the Fenland Citizens Advice Bureau 

who gave a talk of how the CAB are reaching outlying villages by providing

outreachworkers.  This had come about because several people living in rural areas have difficulty accessing services.  She explained the proposal that one session would beheld once a fortnight – everything would be covered by the CAB. The only thing the Parish Council would have to find would be the premises, with possibly someone to sit in on the session, as they could only send one person and it was not recommended that consultations take place with only one person present.  Mrs.Hutchinson confirmed that at present Monday morning or afternoon, Tuesday afternoon or Thursday morning were the only sessions available.   It was agreed to put the matter on the Agenda for the Parish Action Plan Meeting on 18th January and report back to Mrs.Hutchinson immediately after that meeting.  The Chairman thanked her very much for her interesting talk, and hoped that this was something which we would be able to get off the ground.

1. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr.D.Rowlett and County Cllr.

H.Humphrey.

2. Parish Council Vacancies

Members were reminded that there are at present three vacancies on the

Parish Council.  All vacancies had been reported to the Borough Council

advertised in the normal way, and it was now up to the Parish Council to

fill them by co-option.  The Clerk confirmed that she had been approached

by three people who were interested in joining the Council.  Mr.T.Bray,

Mr.M. Jones and Mr.E. Allen and all three were present in the hall.  After

brief consideration it was proposed by Cllr.Bennett, seconded by Cllr.Kerr

and unanimously agreed that these three persons should be co-opted onto

the Council and they were duly invited to join Council at the table.  The

Chairman welcomed all three, and they were handed information packs

together with Declaration of Acceptance, Code of Conduct and Declaration

of Interest forms, which were signed and handed back to the Clerk..

3.      Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th November, 2004


having been circulated to all Councillors, were confirmed and signed by 

the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.

The minutes of the Planning Meeting of the Parish Council held on13th

November, 2004 having been circulated to all Councillors, were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record of that meeting.

4    Matters Arising

1. 21st January, 2004 – Parish Meeting with Gillian Shephard MP.  It

was confirmed that this will take the form of an Open Meeting for the Parish

and that the County and District Councillors have also been invited. The Clerk reported that the meeting would start at 7 p.m. but this was queried by

Dist.Cllr.Pope who had been told 7.30p.m.  The Clerk confirmed she would

check this and put the correct date of the Posters to be displayed advertising

the meeting.  

2. Meadow Lane, Welney – A letter had been received from Mr.Smith

and this had been circulated to all councillors for information.  His letter was

considered and Cllr.Bennett confirmed that he was still concerned regarding

the legitimate use of the Lane and the closing of the gate.  It was agreed to

seek advise  regarding this point.  Cllr.Bennett also confirmed that he had all

the papers from the County Council Highways to request the Lane be

declared a Public Highway and these would be kept for future use if required.

3. Freedom of Information Act – It was confirmed that this became Law on 1st January, 2005 and all Councillors had received an extract from Norfolk

Link, the Magazine of the Norfolk Association of Parish and Town Councils,

which explained the workings of the Act.

4. Meeting with Elgoods – Tuesday 25th January, 2005 – The meeting

was advised that this would be a closed meeting but the Parish Council

would report back to the village on anything coming out of the meeting

which had relevance or is of importance to the village.

5. Parish Council Notice Board – Cllr.Kerr advised that he had looked

at the present board but it would be very difficult to make it useable.  After

consideration it was agreed to obtain three quotes for a New Notice Board

which could be used by the Parish Council and the Parish Hall.

6. Parish Council Insurance – The Clerk had circulated a letter from Zurich giving a provisional quote for insurance cover at renewal next June.  The initial quote was approximately half of what we are paying now, but was

based on the assumption that the Pavilion is of standard construction.  The

Clerk confirmed that she had written back advising of the construction of

the pavilion, and was awaiting a further quote to cover this.  In any event

an alternative quotation from them would be received before renewal date.

7. Welney Gala 2005 – The Clerk confirmed that a notice had been put in

   The Village Shop, The Notice Board and in the Welney News requesting 

persons interested in joining the Gala Committee for 2005 to put their names

forward so that a Committee could be formed.  The Clerk confirmed that

nothing had been heard at present and it was agreed to mention this at the

Parish Action Plan Meeting on 18th January, when it was hoped members

of the public would be present.

8. Training – The Chairman gave a brief report on the Training Session

which he, Cllr.Bennett and the Clerk had attended in Dersingham in November 2004. He confirmed that the session had proved to be most useful, and whilst it was confirmed that most of our procedures are carried out correctly, there were certain points which we needed to amend and brush up on.  It was agreed that further sessions would be attended during the course of the year and the new councillors expressed an interest in attending training sessions. It was agreed to approach the Training Partnership to see if a session could be arranged at Welney or locally with an adjoining Parish Council.  A Bursary scheme is available for Clerks Training purposes and it was agreed to apply for this.

9. Parish Action Plan – Meeting Arranged for 18th January, 2005

The Clerk agreed to put up Posters in the Shop and the Notice Board as

a reminder for this meeting, and it was hoped that there would be a good

attendance.  Cllr.Bennett asked if it might be possible to contact the Borough

Council with a view to finding out what their plans would be for the field

on Sandgate Corner (off Chestnut Avenue) as this could possibly be included in future plans for the village.  All in favour. 

The Chairman then adjourned the meeting for Public Participation (5).

The meeting was reconvened at the end of the discussion.

6.
Finance

a.Clerks Salary

The Clerk was asked to leave the meeting, but had previously supplied Cllrs.

with details of the proposed salary increase.  At present she was paid on Spine 17 which equates to £7.262 per hour – 6 hours per week = £2,265.75 per year. The last pay increase took effect from 1.4.02.  This was agreed in September 2002 and backdated to 1.4.02.  No increase was made during 2003.  The new increase came into effect on 1.4.2004 and Spine 17 is now £7.760 per hour = £2,421.12 per year.  This would need to be backdated to April 2004 which would mean an extra payment to cover this period of £96.28 added to the salary this time if the increase was agreed.   Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr.Kerr seconded by Cllr.Bennett and agreed that the pay increase be approved, and that the recommended increase must be put on the Agenda for consideration every year.  Upon return the Clerk thanked Councillors for the increase.

b.Approval of accounts and Consideration of Grant Applications

The following accounts had been received and on the proposition of

Cllr. Bennett, seconded by Cllr. Kerr and agreed, the cheques were signed

In order to pay the Invoices:

Alfred McAlpine Utility Services

Elec.maintenace December and January

103 . 22
Cheque 100806

Audit Commission

Audit fee year to 31.3.04



141 .00
Cheque 100807

Mr.K.Goodger – Refund of payment for

Publication purchased*

40 . 00

Travel expenses for training
              9 . 00

 49 . 00
Cheque 100808

Mrs.P.Copeman

Clerks Salary including 

Backdated pay

                      499 . 90

Clerks Expenses


31 . 35

531 . 25
Cheque 100809

Anglian Water – Pavilion



  22 . 93
Cheque 100812

*Cllr.Goodger explained that he had purchased the publication in the hope

that the Parish Council would refund it to keep the book for their records. On the proposition of Cllr.Bray, seconded by Cllr.Kerr it was unanimously agreed that this should be the case.

Grant Applications – Applications for grants had been received from the Welney Cygnets and the Parochial Church Council and letters from both parties had been circulated to the Councillors.  There was then a general discussion regarding  both applications.  It was proposed by Cllr.Stevens, seconded by Cllr.Bray and agreed that we should pay a grant of £200.00 to the Welney Cygnets and cheque no.100810 was duly signed.  However before making a decision regarding the Church it was agreed to write and ask them what the  grant is spent on and exactly how the cutting charges for the Churchyard are arrived at.

c. Parish Council Precept.
The Clerk confirmed that she had received the Precept forms from the Borough Council and this had to be returned by the end of January.  A breakdown of the accounts to the 31.12.04 had been prepared together with an estimation of the expenditure to 31.3.05 and this had been circulated to all Councillors.  (A copy is attached to these Minutes)  After consideration and discussion it was proposed by Cllr. Kerr, seconded by Cllr.Allen and unanimously agreed that we should  precept for the sum of £6,500.00 (the same as last year)  Details would be included in the Welney News Report so that parishioners would be aware that the precept had been held at the same as last year.  

d. Adoption of Model Financial Regulations

All Councillors had received a copy of the Model Financial Regulations which have to be adopted by Council.  In view of the fact that the three new councillors had not had the opportunity to study these regulations it was agreed to leave the formal adoption until the meeting on 25th January.  It was also confirmed that the Clerk should have a full job description and this would be prepared for consideration at the same time.

7.
Correspondence
The following letters had been received:

1, Mr.P.Cox – 3.1.05 Welney Web Site and Freedom of Information Act – Letter and various enclosures for consideration.  Mr.Cox advised that he has now taken over the running of the Welney Web Site and invited the Parish Council to have their own pages within the Web Site for publishing minutes, accounts, information etc.  The Chairman confirmed that he had spoken to Mr.Cox regarding this and had agreed that it we take up his offer the details and information will be supplied by the Parish Council and will be included without alteration.  The Chairman had confirmed that Minutes can be included before they are formally approved but must be shown as such and then changed as necessary once approved.  He also confirmed that Councillors own details and telephone numbers etc. should not be included without their consent.  He was proposing to draw up some agreement to this effect with Mr. Cox.    After discussion it was proposed by Cllr.Bray, seconded by Cllr.Allen and agreed that we should take Mr. Cox up on his offer.

2.Adrian Gunson, BCKLWN A47 Alliance.  Invitation to join the Wider Alliance which is all do with encouraging the Government to dual the A47 completely from Great Yarmouth to Peterborough. It was agreed that Council were not interested in joining.

3. Norfolk County Council Planning and Transportation.  Details of Fenland Connections Bus Stop Improvements at Welney.  Awaiting plan of proposed new Bus Shelter.

4. East of England Plan – Public Consultation Letter 8.12.04 consultation period open until 16.3.05  The plan can be viewed at Main Libraries, Local Authorities etc or copies can be obtained from the East of England Regional Assembly.  The Clerk confirmed that she had downloaded a copy but as it ran onto 305 pages she had not printed it off.

5. Copy of Fens Tourism News.

6.King’s Lynn and District Citizens Advice Bureau – 9.12.04 requesting a donation towards the cost of running the Bureau.  Agreed not at present.

7.West Norfolk and Breckland Rural Transport Partnership 14.12.2004 introduction of New Transport officer and copies of minutes of last meeting.

8.Cambridge and Peterborough Council for Voluntary Youth Services – 3.12.04 The Chairman also produced information regarding the Hire of Sports equipment and it was agreed to write to the School and pass the word around amongst the young people of the village to ensure that they attend the Parish Action Plan meeting with ideas for future requirements.

9. BCKLWN 7.12.04  Details of the Mayors Awards for Design in the Environment.  Entries to be in by 28.1.05

10. BCKLWN – 6.12.05 Grants to Householders to insulate their homes.  Details to be included in the Welney News.

11. BCKLWN – 3.12.04 – Details of the Dog Control Update.  It confirmed that BT has demanded that the Borough Council remove the Dog Fouling signs that are fixed to their posts.  It was agreed to do a survey of the signs and see if we can replace them.

12. Norfolk County Council – Budget Consultation Edition of Norfolk Matters

Letter dated 1.12.04

13. Age Concern – South Fens Focus Group – Letter dated 25.11.04 Agenda and Minutes included for information

14.Western Area Mobile Police Office – Details of location from January to June 2005.

15. Borough Council Meetings Minutes and Agendas for information.

16. West Norfolk Road Safety Committee – Southern Area – Minutes and Agenda of meetings for information. 

17. Fen Border Newsletter – October, 2004.

18. Way to Go – First Norfolk Local Access Forum Newsletter.

19. Norfolk County Council – East of England Plan 4.1.05 Consultation Meetings.

20. Norfolk Police Authority January 2005 – Budget Consultations.

21. Norfolk Matters  (copy circulated to all Councillors)

8.
Plans and Planning Matters 

The following planning matters were dealt with since the last meeting:

1.Ref No. 04/02362/F – Mr. & Mrs. Jones

Conservatory extension to dwelling at Mill Row, Bedford Bank West, Welney

Circulated to all Councillors and recommended for approval 24.11.04

Planning permission dated 2.12.04 received from Borough Council.

2.Ref No. 04/02313/F – Mr.I. Joseph

Extension to White Cottage at Back Drove, Welney

Circulated to all councillors and recommended for approval 2.12.04

3.Ref No. 04/01940/F – Mr. Bowden

Extension to Dwelling at New Bedford House, Hundred Foot Bank, Welney

Planning permission dated 8.11.04 received from the Borough Council.

4.Ref No. 04/01467/LDE – Mr.G.A.A.Sumner

Marifa Lodge, Wisbech Road Welney

Certificate of Lawful Use or Development Granted

Use of accommodation in the original building for 11 elderly persons and use of the whole building to accommodate a maximum of 22 elderly persons

Dated 11.11.04

5.Ref No.. 04/02155/LDE – Mr. G.A.A. Sumner

Marifa Lodge, Wisbech Road, Welney

Certificate of Lawful use or Development Granted

Use of Beech Cottage as single dwelling house

Dated 30.11.04

6.Letter from the Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk 7.12.04

Planning application – Acknowledgement of Withdrawal

Outline application for construction of five holiday chalets at Land at Bedford Bank, Welney, Wisbech,  Cambs.  Application now treated as withdrawn.

 9.       Highway Matters

A copy of a letter from NCC Highways dated 22.11.04 regarding Highway Matters was circulated.  The Chairman confirmed that Highways had telephoned him regarding the road area on Wisbech Road needing attention.  This had now been identified and would be dealt with.

Willow Trees on Wash Road – It was confirmed that this work appears to be completed and the work carried out is acceptable.

Hedge at Tipsend – Rutland House Corner – This has now been extensively lowered and cut back and gives much improved vehicle visibility around the corner.  A good job.

Hurn Drove – Cllr.Bennett raised the question of the width of Hurn Drove.  Concern had been expressed to him by residents that the width of the Drove is being eroded everytime the adjoining farmers plough the fields.  It is considered that the Drove is now about one third of its original width.  It was suggested that we write to the present owners and ask if they could re-instate the Drove width, but it was also agreed that the erosion was probably caused by the previous owners.   Cllr. Bennett agreed to make further enquires regarding this and probably speak to the present owners regarding the width.

10      Parish Hall. 
The Chairman confirmed that he had recently attended a Parish HallManagement Committee Meeting.  The question of the future of the Committee was discussed and the Parish Clerk had prepared a letter to be sent to all village organisations.  This was read to the meeting and accepted and a list was then compiled of those organisations concerned.  The Clerk is to send out the letter as soon as possible.

11.       Wash Road Etc.

Cllr.Bennett reported to the meeting that he had recently had a conversation with Mr. Bussingham of the Environment Agency relating to the actual function of the Sluice Gate on the river near the Parish Hall.  Apparently this Sluice Gate has to be closed as soon as any Flood Water is released but it appears to serve no useful function.  After discussion Cllrs.Goodger and Stevens agreed to bring this matter up at the next meetings of the Drainage Boards which they sit on,  and report back to the next meeting.

12.       Playing Field. 
The Chairman confirmed that he had spoken to Mrs.P.Rix regarding the Playing Field Committee.  It is now urgent that we have a meeting with them to finalise the standing of the Committee and bring it into line with the Parish Council Rules.  Mrs. Rix confirmed that she is trying to arrange an urgent meeting and hopefully will have something to report before the Parish meeting on18th January.

13.      Any Other Business

There was no other business.

The Chairman then thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

Signed ……K. Goodger…………………………………………(Chairman)

Dated ……8th March, 2005………………………………………..

